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CCTV Advice 

 

The Associations can advise member councils that, if a council is proposing to install 

CCTV cameras in public open spaces it must do the following:- 

 

 Consider the wider human rights implications, in particular the right to respect 

for private and family life, one of the basic rights in the Human Rights Act; 

NALC Legal Topic Note 24 –Human Rights Act 1998 covers this and can be 

found under NALC Legal Topic Notes in the members section of the YLCA 

website. 

 

 Comply with the Data Protection Act 2018 (and GDPR as of May 2018) – 

images captured on CCTV cameras are personal data and data protection 

principles must be complied with. The Data Protection Act governs how public 

authorities use and store personal information and photographs.  

 

 Ensure that the council is able to comply with the Information Commissioner’s 

Office (ICO) CCTV Code of Practice, available at:  

https://ico.org.uk/media/for-organisations/documents/1542/cctv-code-of-

practice.pdf 

 

 Notify the Information Commissioner (ICO) that the council has installed or 

intends to install CCTV cameras and state the purposes for using the 

cameras. 

 

The ICO website includes a checklist for councils considering the installation 

of CCTV at:  

 

https://ico.org.uk/for-organisations/resources-and-support/data-protection-self-

assessment/cctv-checklist/  
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