MIDDLETON TYAS PARISH COUNCIL
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT - MAY 2018
This has been another challenging year for the Parish Council.

We have seen progress on the wide range of surface water management issues that can
affect the village. Two major projects have now been completed. The wider attenuation
ponds adjacent to the proposed new housing development above Kneeton Lane have now
been completed. These are designed to capture much of the water that runs down through
the village in times of heavy rainfall and then to release it at a reduced rate so that the drains
can deal with it. The diversionary works to take excess water from the Slough and direct it
into Cow Pasture has also been completed and this proved completely effective in the recent
heavy rains. The final element is the construction of an attenuation pond below the Moto
services to control the flow of water in this area. All the planning conditions have now been
resolved and we anticipate that construction should take place in the next few months.

In December 2015, we took over responsibility from the RDC for the playing field and play
park. We completed the work to make the play park safe last summer with the reshaping of
the slide mound. Current indications are that the use of rubber matting on the slide is proving
sufficiently robust to ensure that it remains safe and that rabbits and vermin do not burrow
under it. The play park is now inspected by a qualified ROSPA inspector every six months
to ensure that any safety issues are highlighted and resolved. This routine is then reinforced
by an inspection by a Parish Councillor using a comprehensive checklist agreed with
ROSPA inspector. In the longer term, it is the view of the Parish Council that we should be
looking to upgrade the play park with new and additional equipment. We have already
started discussions with a number of potential suppliers. The next phase will involve a wider
community involvement both to help determine the final design and to work on the
fundraising that will be required. Over the winter, Scorton FC were the only user of the
football pitch and they were successful in winning their league. The pitch could cope with
another team using it and we will continue to try to facilitate this. The playing field was also
used for two community events during the year — the Bark in the Park village fete and the
camp out. Both of these events are planned to be repeated this summer.

However, against this positive background, we have failed to make progress on a range of
issues involving NYCC Highways. Despite continued pressure, they are refusing to take any
action to make the corner at the top of the Slough safe or reinstate the third bollard on the
corner opposite the memorial hall. We are also working to extend the 20mph speed limit
past the school, extend the 30mph limit to Scotch Corner and to get a permanent restriction
on HGVs entering the village. The promised consultation by NYCC on making the Slough
one-way has also still not been actioned. This reluctance to respond to the needs of the
village is a serious concern. | would encourage residents to lobby NYCC and their local
county councillor to try and help us make progress on issues that are critical to the safety of
the village.

As we start the new financial year, the Parish Council is faced with increasing legal
requirements. The new Transparency Code requires all information and papers discussed
by the Parish Council to be posted on the village website along with links to planning
applications. This has required the website to be upgraded and will obviously add to the
clerk’'s workload. We are also faced with the new rules on data protection. Although the
Parish Council does not hold significant amounts of personal data, we are again going to



have to modify our approach - for example we cannot forward any correspondence to the
clerk from a resident to other Councillors without first asking for the resident’s permission.

The financial position of the Parish Council remains stable. We ended the financial year with
a cash balance of £15664. However this included two significant grants, totaling some
£4000, received in March to cover items that will be spent in 2018/19. Copies of the draft
final accounts have already been posted on the village website.

We are now nearing the long-awaited completion of the A1 upgrade. Inevitably this project
has had a negative impact on the village infrastructure with additional traffic being routed
through our narrow roads, many temporary road signs and various points around the village
entrances being subject to construction activity. The bulb-planting initiative is a wonderful
first step towards “reclaiming the village’. | would like to encourage everyone to do
everything they can to make the village as attractive as possible once again.

Councillor R J Davies
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