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The A66 today
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The A66 today

= High levels of freight usage (>20%).

= Access for local and regional tourist destinations.

» Mixed standard — 6 separate sections of single carriageway in 50 miles.
= Mixed use - local accesses, agricultural vehicles, Non Motorised Users.
= Poor safety record in some sections of the route.

» Lack of resilience — incidents, extreme weather, lack of diversion routes.
= Unreliable journey times.

= No direct rail alternatives for passenger/freight.
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AGG6 progress to date

2016 Autumn

December 2014 Statement
Northern Trans- Commitment to
Pennine Routes allow the A66
(NTPR) Strategic dualling to move
Study announced as into the early stages
of design work

part of RIS1

November 2016 July 2017
NTPR Stage 3 Commence A66
Report Published Stage 1 Options
Identification
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A66 Northern Trans-Pennine Project

OBJECTIVES
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Project objectives

= Support economic growth of the Northern Powerhouse.
= Enhance the Strategic Road Network.

= Provide better national connectivity including freight.

= Maintain and improve access for tourism.

= Seek to improve access to services and jobs.

= |mprove road safety, during construction, operation and maintenance for all
including road users, NMUs, road workers and local residents.

= Improve journey time reliability for road users.

= |mprove the resilience of the route to the impact of events such as incidents,
roadworks and severe weather events.

=  Minimise adverse impacts on the environment and where possible optimise
environmental improvement opportunities.

» Reduce the impact of the route on severance for local communities.
=  Seek to improve non-motorised user provision along the route.
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A66 Northern Trans-Pennine Project

THE CASE FOR IMPROVEMENT
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Importance of the AG6

The A66 is a strategic route.

Traffic surveys (x2041) show:
— The combined eastbound/westbound average trip length is forecast to be 212km.

— Only 19% of all A66 traffic is forecast to have both its origin and destination trip
ends in either Cumbria or the North East.

— HGVs are forecast to comprise 21% of total traffic on the A66.
The A66 is an important route for tourist traffic.

— August annual average daily traffic (AADT) has a peak of nearly 19,000 vehicles
compared to an annual average of 16,000 vehicles.

The A66 performs well against the economic growth, connectivity and network
performance objectives.
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A66 Northern Trans-Pennine Project

BENEFITS
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Benefits

= Key challenge of improving east-west connectivity in the north of England, to support
strategic journeys between the south and north west of England/Scotland, and improve
regional and local linkages.
= East-west connectivity is also vital for freight movements to and from northern ports.
= Key existing issues of:
— Route resilience — frequent closures due to planned maintenance, accidents and severe weather.
— Associated impacts on journey time reliability.
— Poor and/or long diversion routes.

— Varying standards along the route, with impacts on safety.
— Severance in settlements along the route.

= Significant numbers of new homes and jobs set out in Growth Deal and Local Plan.

= |mportant area for tourism — Lake District National Park, North Pennines Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty.

= Potential contribution to achieving a Northern Powerhouse.

= transformational scenario — 15% higher GVA in 2050 than business as usual.
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A66 Northern Trans-Pennine Project

FORWARD PROGRAMME
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Project Control Framework Stages

Options Phase

Development Phase

Construction Phase

Stage 1 Stage 2
Option Option

Identification Selection

Preliminary
engagement

Stage 4
Statutory
procedures
and powers

Stage 3

Stage 5
Construction
Preparation

Preliminary
design

Examination
by Planning
Inspectorate

Statutory consultation

Options non-statutory
consultation

Stage 6
Construction Stage 7
Closeout

commissioning
and handover
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Options Phase

Autumn 2018. Completion of options identification and shortlisting

Winter 2018. Decision to proceed

PCF STAGE 1 PCF STAGE 2

Appraisal of Public
Shortlist Consultation
OPTIONS FOR RECOMMENDED
Appraisal of SHORTLIST PUBLIC PREFERRED
Longlist CONSULTATION ROUTE
Technical Scheme

Appraisal Assessment
Report Report

Spring/Summer 2019. Non-statutory public consultation

Winter 2019. Preferred route announcement
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